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The Biggest BBQ in the world – August 7th 
 Recent press reports have shown the success of the drive to eradicate polio is on a knife's edge. We all knew the Final Inch would be the hardest of all, and although huge inroads have been made in the endemic countries of India and Nigeria, the recent outbreaks in countries previously polio-free have posed a very real threat to the campaign.

As Bill Gates said in his address to the Rotary International Convention, there is no room for complacency and now is the time to double our efforts.

All District 1090 Rotarians including the Newbury club have received their bottle of Rotary Tomato Ketchup, courtesy of Wilkin & Son of Tiptree. No doubt the delicious contents of many have already been consumed and the (washed out!) bottles already filling with notes and coins to raise funds for End Polio Now.

On the 7th August, The Rotary Club of Newbury are taking part in a national campaign to hold the 'Biggest BBQ in the world' when Rotarians throughout Great Britain & Ireland attempt to set a new Guinness Record by holding local BBQs. District1090 have embraced this awareness raising opportunity with enthusiasm.

Our intrepid and innovative DG Niall Blair has enlisted the help of Sir Steve Redgrave to achieve this goal. He has taken delivery of a very striking and generously sponsored “Poliomobile” car in which he will be touring BBQs throughout the District before using it for his regular DG duties – the attached photograph shows the DG with “Poliomobile” being greeted by Newbury President Linda York on the occasion of a recent visit to Newbury. 

It is always frustrating when press reports fail to mention the huge contribution Rotary has made towards eradicating polio and of course, it is really hard to make the public of this country, which has been polio-free for a number of years, aware that total eradication of the disease is a global issue and not confined to distant lands overseas. Polio is just a plane ride away and we simply cannot afford to let up now. 

 END
Contact address:

Chris Bartlam, 
49 Laylands Green, 
Kintbury, Hungerford, 
Berks, 
RG17 9UB
Tel: 01488 658540
Encl: Photograph of the DG with “Poliomobile” being greeted by Newbury President Linda York. 
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