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PRESS RELEASE – 13th December 2010
ROTARY CONTINUES TO FUND LIFE EDUCATION
Life Education Centres Thames Valley has received a further cheque for £2000 from the Rotary Club of Newbury as a result of it being the nominated charity of Past President John Jolly. This will be utilised to refurbish the West Berks mobile classroom which is now some 5 years old.
During its last reporting year over 35,000 children in primary schools across Thames Valley benefited from Life Education as part of the schools national curriculum for Personal and Social Health Education. It uses specially designed interactive mobile classrooms and a giraffe puppet “Harold” to teach positive health messages to primary school children to help them make smart choices as young people. Topics covered include: how the body works, the importance of healthy diet and exercise, safe use of medicines, the risks of tobacco, alcohol and non- prescription drugs and emotional well-being, including bullying. 

Millions of children in many countries now participate annually in the Life Education Centres programmes. Life Education Centres Oxfordshire was set up in 1998 and expanded to become Life Education Centres Thames Valley in 2005 encompassing West and Central Berkshire.

Life Education Centres Thames Valley now have four mobile classrooms covering schools in Oxfordshire, west and central Berkshire. Internationally, Life Education is now delivered in 14 countries.
Each classroom is accompanied by a highly trained Educator who will deliver eight different age appropriate health and drug awareness programmes to pupils aged 3 – 11 years. As well as all children in the school participating in their own lessons, a session is offered for all parents to visit the classroom and see what their children have been learning about and have the opportunity to ask questions.

The establishment of Life Education Centres in West Berks was initiated by The Rotary Club of Newbury as part of an endeavour to ensure “stop before it happens” became the focus rather than “wait till it happens then try to cure it”.

If anyone is interested in The Rotary Club of Newbury, more information can be found by visiting: http://www.newburyrotary.org or by calling Chris Bartlam on 01488 658540. 
Life Education Centres Thames Valley can be visited on http://www.lifeeducationcentres-thamesvalley.org.uk
Contact address: 
Chris Bartlam,


49 Laylands Green


Kintbury


Hungerford


Berks


RG17 9UB
Tel: 01488 658540
Encl: Photo of a Life Education mobile classroom including Harold the Giraffe & visiting school
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