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PRESS RELEASE – 15th September 2010
ROTARY ON THE INCREASE
 
This last year has been another great year for the local community as the Rotary Club of Newbury has increased donations and financial gain for local, national and international charities as well as good causes. 
Newbury Rotary increased its donations to charities by 50% in the year 2009/10 to in excess of £20000.

Some of the local beneficiaries included Castle School, Bruce Trust, Life Education Centres, Berkshire Maestros, Enborne School, New Horizons, Newbury & District Cancer Care, Fairclose Day Centre, Newbury Samaritans & The Newbury Weekly News over 80’s Parcel Fund. Many others locally benefited from the Rotary Walk where Rotary’s facilitating of the event enabled individuals and groups to raise in excess of £3000 for their preferred charity. 

Nationally we supported Motor Neurone Disease Association, Thanks for Life, Maggies Cancer Care, Jessie May Trust, Canine Partners, & Fire Fighters – in particular The Cumbria Flood Appeal enabled much needed funds to be passed out through local Rotary clubs on the ground to local people affected by the flooding, truly demonstrating the effectiveness and benefits of Rotary.

Internationally we have not been still. In addition to Rotary’s own charity “Rotary Foundation” we have supported MapAction, Hands Across the Water, Shelter Box Trust, and our own Madagascar Project. The MapAction and Shelter Box Trust funding was focused mainly on responding to the dreadful events in Haiti where earthquakes devastated huge areas around Port au Prince. Rotary Shelter Boxes containing tents and life saving equipment were despatched paid for using local funds. The charitable reach of Rotary is far wider than most would expect and it is surprising that a local organisation can have such an impact on the world around us. 
A Shelterbox will be displayed at the Newbury Showground this week.

The active nature of the Rotary Club of Newbury has also led to a significant increase in local membership. In line with Rotary aims the members cover a wide range of expertise and knowledge. 
New President Ashley Gold has stated his aim to continue the flow of charitable funds to good causes as well as making Rotary more visible in the local community. 
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