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PRESS RELEASE – 20th AUGUST 2010
NEWBURY ROTARY CLUB  SPONSORS SHELTERBOXES FOR PAKISTAN
Newbury Rotary Club has sponsored 2 more Shelterboxes and in addition 2 Aquaboxes to another disaster zone – this time it is to the people of Pakistan who are suffering the devastating floods caused by the heaviest monsoon rains experienced there in 80 years. As we have seen from our national newspapers more than 1600 people have died and up to 20 million are affected by this disaster.
This brings the Newbury Rotary Club sponsorship to a total of 8 Shelterboxes in this last year – previous boxes were sponsored for Haiti & Peru plus provision in readiness of disasters as they occur.
“Shelterbox” and “Aquabox” are charities established by Rotary with the specific aim of early responses to areas of disaster as they happen in the world. In the current year support has been provided into Brazil, Guatemala, China, Sumatra, Mexico, Fiji, Uganda, Peru, Egypt, Haiti & Kenya covering floods, landslides, cyclones, tropical storms, and earthquakes. A shipment of 200 shelterboxes were due to leave for Pakistan last Thursday.
Typically a “Shelterbox” will include a disaster relief tent for a family of up to 10 people, a basic tool kit, a box for food or water storage, a wood burning or multi fuel stove for cooking, a smile pack for children (books, crayons & pens) plus warmth & protection in the form of thermal blankets, ground sheets, water purification and where appropriate mosquito nets.
An “Aquabox” will typically be a robust plastic tank with water purification tablets to produce 1100 litres of potable water, which is shipped with welfare items from a published list (covers essential items for hygiene, baby care, shelter, hardware for eating and drinking, and general use).
Rotary runs countless humanitarian projects both locally, nationally and internationally, and also partners with many charities worldwide. By combining our skills and resources, we are able to make a real contribution to the lives of others.

Details of “Shelterbox” can be found on http://www.shelterbox.org  and “Aquabox” on http://www.aquabox.org  Donations on these sites are always welcomed. It should be noted that any groups, schools, clubs etc can subscribe to these essential disaster support packages if they wish.
If anyone is interested in The Rotary Club of Newbury, more information can be found by visiting: http://www.newburyrotary.org or by calling Chris Bartlam on 01488 658540. 
Contact address: 
Chris Bartlam,


49 Laylands Green


Kintbury


Hungerford


Berks


RG17 9UB
Tel: 01488 658540

Enclosure: Photograph showing ........Shelterbox tents in situ in Pakistan (Images courtesy of Shelterbox) 
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